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Biathlon Manitoba Rifle Rental & Maintenance Policy

Effective Date of Policy: 1 May 2011

This policy will be reviewed annually, after National Championships, by the Technical Committee. The Technical Committee will recommend changes and present them to the Board of Biathlon Manitoba for approval. This will occur prior to the annual rifle recall and reassignment process.

Definitions:

· Applicant: is the person who rents a rifle
· Biathlon Association of Manitoba: hereafter, ‘BAM’, or ‘Biathlon Manitoba’, is the body or organization for the sport of Biathlon in Manitoba, including the Board of Directors and members.

· Designated Club Representative: is the person duly chosen by a biathlon or cross country ski club board of directors to rent rifles from BAM on behalf of that club.

· Percentage: for the purposes of rifle selection, will be based on race winner’s time only.  That is: Winner’s time/Applicant’s time * 100 = percentage.

· Technical Committee: appointed annually by the Board of Directors of Biathlon Manitoba, responsible for managing rifle rentals for members from Biathlon Manitoba and selecting members or Clubs that meet the Rifle Selection Criteria.

1. Rental Criteria

Applicants must:

· be current member of BAM in good standing,

· possess a valid Firearms License if 18 years of age or older, or a minor’s Firearms License if under the age of 18,  

· have a parent/legal guardian, over the age of 18, with a valid Firearms License, living in the residence of the minor applicant,

· have their training schedule approved by the Board of Directors,

· be at least 13 years of age, as of December 31 of the competition season,
· be a member in good standing of a biathlon or cross country ski club approved by BAM,

· be selected and approved by the Technical Committee.

2. Rifle Selection Criteria

Members will be able to choose the rifle of choice according to the rifle selection list. A prioritized list of athletes will be based upon the following criteria in order: 

a) International representation of Manitoba: If more than one athlete is in this category ranking will be based on ranking, in percentage, at the international events. Dissimilar category results will be considered as a single category.

b) Biathlon Canada Team or Training Squad Members: If more than one athlete, ranking will be based on results, in percentage, in their category, at National Championships*, and/or Canada Winter Games. Dissimilar category results will be considered as a single category.

c) National Training Center Development Squad Athletes: If more than one athlete, ranking will be based on results, in percentage, in their category, at National Championships*, and/or Canada Winter Games. Dissimilar category results will be considered as a single category.

d) Potential Canada Winter Games Athletes: In the rifle selection prior to a Canada Winter Games competition season, ranking will be based on results, in percentage, in their category at National Championships*. Dissimilar category results will be considered as a single category.

e) National Representation of Manitoba: If more than one athlete, ranking will be based on results, in percentage, in their category, at National Championships*, and/or Canada Winter Games, and Western/Eastern Championships. Dissimilar category results will be considered as a single category.

f) Provincial Representation of Manitoba Provincials: (results, in percentage/ attendance)

g) Provincial Representation of Manitoba Cups: (results, in percentage/ attendance)

h) Provincial Development Athletes:

i) Club Nominations/Rentals:

* Team Aggregate and Relay Competitions will not be considered in results calculations as athletes may be competing in other than their own category at the request of the Provincial Coach. They may be considered within overall performance or as an indication of performance in the next year’s category.

The Technical Committee may also give consideration to:

· adherence to approved training plan,
· team contract compliance,

· exceptional circumstances.
· Rifle Rental/Maintenance Fees
Conditions:

· The rifle rental period is from June 1 to May 1  in any given year. 

· BAM reserves the right to limit the number of rifles rented in any given year.
· BAM reserves the right to adjust fees/costs.
· Applicants will receive an invoice and a Rifle Rental/Maintenance Agreement.  A copy of the Rifle Rental/Maintenance Agreement will be retained by BAM.

·  Applicants must:

· return their rented rifle to the Biathlon Manitoba armorer prior to May 2 of the rental year. Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of deposit,
· maintain the rented rifle and accessories in the condition received at time of rental.  Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of deposit as well as any additional restorative costs incurred, above the amount of the deposit,
· disclose any repairs made to the rented rifle, to the armorer,

· pay, to BAM, the listed replacement cost of their rented rifle and accessories if they cannot be returned (due to loss, theft, damage, etc.)
Fee Structure: 

In addition to a refundable deposit of $100.00, rifle rental fees are as follows:

	Rifle Type
	Individual Rental Fee
	Club Rental Fee
	Replacement Cost

	Marlin
	$100.00
	$100.00
	$1000.00

	Anschutz

1827 / 1427
	$200.00
	$200.00
	$5000.00

	Anschutz Fortner
	$400.00
	not available
	$5000.00

	Izhmash (re-barreled with  new Anschutz barrels in 2006)
	$400.00
	not available
	$5000.00

	Lakefield
	$100.00
	$100.00
	$1000.00


3. BAM’S FIREARMS SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE

a) All BAM members shall follow all relevant Criminal Code of Canada regulations http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.6/ 

including; the safe handling and operation of firearms, ammunition, and Firearms Licensing. Further, all members shall comply with the Firearms Act and Regulations and all other applicable federal and provincial statutes.  Failure to comply may result in termination of BAM membership by the BAM Executive Board and may result in prosecution under the Criminal Code of Canada. 

b) In the case that a BAM member fails to comply with  aforementioned statutes and regulations, BAM reserves the right to review the members breach of compliance and determine whether a termination of BAM membership, a probationary membership, revocation of rifle rental, or some other sanction is appropriate.

c) Any BAM member who sells, barters, lends, transfers, delivers or acquires any firearm to or from a person who does not present a valid Firearms License shall be subject to termination of BAM membership and/or other sanctions as determined by the Board and may be prosecuted under the Criminal Code of Canada unless he/she guides and supervises the operation and handling of the firearm in the same manner in which he or she may lawfully use it.

d) BAM shall maintain a current list of those members who are currently renting a BAM rifle as well as a photocopy of the members’ Firearms License. The list will also include the location at which the rented rifle is stored. BAM will provide said list to the local R.C.M.P. Firearms Centre.

e) BAM shall maintain an inventory of all BAM rifles, including the: make, model and serial number.

f) BAM recommends that all BAM members obtain training in firearm handling and operation.
g) BAM requires that all events, including races, camps, training and maintenance involving the use of firearms and/or ammunition by members who do not hold a valid Firearms License must be supervised by a person with a valid Firearms License.

h) Any BAM athlete under the age of eighteen renting a rifle must have: an adult parent/guardian that resides at the same address, who also possesses a valid Firearms License, a valid Minor’s Firearms License and a parent/legal guardian consent and waiver form signed agreeing to the possession of the firearm and ammunition.  Co-signature of the Rifle Rental Agreement constitutes consent.

i) BAM approved Clubs may rent rifles for training athletes, as by a designated club representative approved by the BAM Board of Directors. The designated club representative will bear all responsibility for the rifle care, handling, transportation, and storage. Clubs must pay the Club rental fees. The designated club representative, renting on behalf of their clubs, must comply with all conditions of this document.
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